
PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD 
Wednesday, April 5, 2017  

 
Minutes 

 
CALL TO ORDER: 
Chairman Michael Fasulo called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Town Hall Council 
Chambers, 75 Main Street, Southington, CT. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Present:  Chairman Michael J. Fasulo, Vice Chairman Michael T. DeFeo, Commissioners Robert 
E. Galati, Albert A. Natelli, Jr. (arrived 6:40 p.m.) and Peter J. Romano, Jr.; Director of 
Recreation David A. Lapreay  
Absent/Excused:   Assistant Superintendent of Parks Michael S. Manware 
 
There was a quorum. 
 
MINUTES: 
Commissioner Galati made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Romano, to accept the minutes 
of the March 1, 2017 meeting as submitted.  Motion carried. 
 
PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS:  
1. Mary Sargent re: Little Free Library.  Ms. Sargent gave a brief background on herself.  She is 
very interested in early childhood education and literacy.  She recently applied for a grant and 
was awarded $500 from the Little Free Library organization.  They will donate a wooden library 
to our town.  She would love to have it placed on the Town Green.  Ms. Sargent stated that the 
organization is a non-profit that started in Wisconsin.  It is a book exchange – bring books, take 
books.  It is free.  Currently there is a Little Free Library on Mount Vernon Road near Briarwood 
College.  She is the steward and it has been very well received.  Cheryl Fasulo painted a picture 
on it and it is beautiful.  The donated library can come pre-built or as a kit.  Ms. Sargent was 
hoping to get a group interested in putting it together, such as Boy Scouts and possibly with 
assistance from Calendar House members.  Ms. Sargent would volunteer her time to be the 
steward.  She is hoping to attract students and others who would otherwise be playing video 
games or watching TV.  It would not detract from the Public Library. 
 
Discussion followed regarding the Green.  It was the consensus that the Town Council would 
have to approve this use.  Members of the board were supportive of the idea but were uncertain if 
the Green was the best location.  The linear trail near the former ice rink was mentioned.  Also, 
there may be some “rules” about the Green that the board may not be aware of.  It was suggested 
that Ms. Sargent speak with Atty. Mark Sciota first.  Mr. Lapreay added that Public Works/Parks 
would need to be consulted as far as location and installation if it were approved. 
 
Commissioner DeFeo made a motion to support Ms. Sargent’s moving forward to contact the 
Town Attorney.  Seconded by Commissioner Natelli and carried.  Chairman Fasulo said he 
would speak with Mark Sciota also and may ask Mr. Lapreay to be included in a meeting with 
Ms. Sargent. 



4-5-17 Park Board Minutes; page 2 

 

 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS & REPORTS:   
1. Letter from Mick Massarelli re: Southington Knights Travel Baseball Club. The letter is 
requesting that the Southington Knights Travel Baseball Club be recognized as a town league.  
Mr. Lapreay said he spoke with Mr. Massarelli.  They are looking for recognition as a town 
sponsored group through the Recreation Department for school space, notifications to the school, 
etc.  It was his impression that money was not an option right now.  The club is made up of 
Southington residents.   
 
Discussion followed.  Commissioner Romano believed it may be premature to approve this right 
now.  We have not seen their documents.  While he supports it, he felt we need to have things in 
writing regarding the impact to the three leagues.  Mr. Lapreay attended a few meetings with the 
group and it seems to be working very well.  Recognition as a town sponsored league would 
mean that once the youth leagues have their schedules done, they would be next in line for the 
fields.  Board members agreed that they need to see some history and make sure that everyone 
else is on board.  Also need to have an understanding that there is no subsidy – in writing, even 
an email.  We should also get an interpretation from Mark Sciota.  It was suggested that Park 
Board members talk personally to each of the league presidents to make sure they are 
comfortable with the arrangement.   
 
Mr. Lapreay will speak with Mark Sciota and get his opinion.  He will also speak with Mr. 
Massarelli.  We will see how this season goes and talk about it again in the fall. 
 
REPORT OF DIRECTOR OF RECREATION: 
Programs & Registrations.  Men’s and Women’s Softball registration is done.  There are 32 
men’s and 10 women’s teams.  Starting date is April 24.  Numbers are similar to last year.  We 
lost a few teams and got some new ones.  Playground Program/Summer Camp registration took 
place March 18.  All four sessions are sold out.  It worked out better this year with the 
registration times staggered.  Youth Theater registration is complete.  Two groups sold out in 
three minutes.  Music on the Green will start May 31.  We have almost all the bands.  All 
sponsors are secured.  We have a couple of new sponsors: the Drive-In Committee and Showcase 
Auto.  Boys Volleyball is new this year.  Great turnout – 18 kids.  Mr. Lapreay is hoping it keeps 
growing each year.   
 
Alcohol Signage.  We talked about this last year.  The Police Department recommended new 
signage with the ordinance stated.  Mr. Lapreay displayed one of the signs that will be installed 
near the softball fields. 
 
Dog Park.  When the dog park first opened, one of the rules was “Town Residents Only”.  We 
used to have a Dog Park Committee but that was disbanded a few years ago.  There is no one 
down there to patrol for residents as we do for the pools.  The rule is not enforceable and Mr. 
Lapreay is recommending that we remove it.  Many people call to complain about the out of 
town dogs.  If there is an aggressive dog causing a problem, the Animal Control Officer does 
come out, but Mr. Lapreay believes the P.D. should not be bothered because an out of towner is 
using the park.  All other parks are open to the public.  The Town Attorney should be consulted 
about it.  Commissioner Romano made a motion to support that the dog park be Open to the 
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Public, contingent upon approval of the Town Attorney.  Seconded by Commissioner DeFeo and 
carried. 
 
Budget Update.  Mr. Lapreay said the only change to his budget by the Board of Finance was in 
the subsidy for the Arts Council and the Festival Chorale.  For this budget year the subsidy will 
be cut in half; next year it will be eliminated.  Mr. Lapreay informed both groups.  One group 
understood but the other was concerned that they wouldn’t be able to continue without it.  They 
requested an explanation. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Romano, seconded by Commissioner Natelli to accept the 
report of the Director of Recreation.  Motion carried. 
 
ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT OF PARKS REPORT: 
A written report was submitted by Mr. Manware for the board’s review and information.  The 
report included reports of work on the ice rink breakdown and storage, plow damage clean-up, 
tree pruning and brush cut completion and beginning field preparation.   
 
Commissioner Romano made a motion to accept the report of the Assistant Superintendent of 
Parks, seconded by Commissioner DeFeo.  Motion carried. 
 
REPORT ON PARKS FROM COMMISSIONERS, DIRECTOR OF RECREATION AND 
ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT OF PARKS:  No reports. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:   
1.  Field Rental Fees.  Board members had received information on fees and policy from Mr. 
Lapreay.  There were no further questions on the proposed policy.  Motion to approve the policy 
was made by Commissioner Natelli and seconded by Commissioner DeFeo and carried 
unanimously.  Mr. Lapreay was complimented on a great job. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  None. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  Commissioner Romano made a motion to adjourn to Executive Session to 
discuss a youth sport league personnel matter.  Seconded by Commissioner Natelli.  Motion 
carried.  The Regular Meeting adjourned at 7:10 p.m. 
 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
      Patricia Berardinelli 
      Recording Secretary 


